Congress of the United States
MWashington, DE 20515

October 28, 2015

The Honorable John Boehner The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Boehner and Leader Pelosi,

We write with increasing urgency about our nation’s approach to gun violence. In the wake of a
seemingly endless string of horrific mass shootings, Americans from diverse backgrounds and
differing political beliefs have demanded that their elected leaders take action to keep our
neighborhoods and communities safe. The inescapable truth is that each year, approximately
32,000 Americans die from gun violence—the highest death rate in the developed world.

Although Members of Congress may disagree about how best to respond to this problem, we
should all be able to agree that our response should be informed by sound scientific evidence.
That is why we are calling on you to take one simple step to help reduce the possibility of future
tragedies like those in Roseburg, Charleston, Newtown, Aurora, and countless other American
communities: lift the prohibition on federally funded research on gun violence in any final fiscal
year 2016 appropriations legislation.

As you are aware, these annual policy riders—known as the “Dickey Amendments” and
“Rehberg Amendments”—have in practice prohibited the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and other agencies falling under the Department of Health and Human Services from
conducting publicly funded scientific research on the causes of gun violence or its effects on
public health. There is no valid reason not to fund this research. Earlier this year, Democrats
offered an amendment at the Appropriations Committee markup to strike these harmful riders,
but it was rejected on a largely partisan vote.

Whether it is horrific headline-generating massacres or the unseen violence that occurs every day
in our districts—the innocent child gunned down in the crossfire, the mother murdered during a
domestic dispute, or the young life cut tragically short during the heat of a petty argument—the
call to action is clear. Instead of turning a blind eye to our country’s disproportionately high
incidence of gun violence, let’s investigate evidence-based solutions that will help prevent
violence while still protecting the rights of law-abiding gun owners. We strongly urge House
leadership to reject short-sighted and unnecessary riders that freeze gun violence research.

: / s Sincerely,
()

DAVID PRICE ROSA DELAURO

% MIKE QUIGi iY é ROBIN KELLY ;’

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




ALMA ADAMS SO RY F R EARL BLUMENAUER

S%ANNE BONAMICI |A?!% DUCKWORTH / gRENDAN BOYLE £ ;
CORRINE BROWN / BUTTERFIEI’D éizé CAPPS 1 5
MICHAEL CAPUA HN CARNEY KATHY JASTOR

JUDY CHU DAVID CICILLINE ERINE CLA . ;

YVETTE CLARKE STEVE COHEN GERALD CONNO

CONYE JOE COURTNEY l iﬁSAN ;%é IS
E
DANNY K. I{X}IS DIZA DEGETTE E SUZAN DELBENE

M DZ<- @Aw@*‘-'dj; Jo Yoot
MARK DESAULNIER TED DEUTCH YD DOGGETT

At e e s — Clet( Lyp 9

DONNA EDWARDS KEITH ELLISON




Zrer (s A.

@N G. ESHOO LIZABETH ESTY SAM FARR

YW il G

BILL FOS4ER LOIS FRANKEL \ . AL GREEN °

. /] / '
V 1eeeer // ) l
/ pazed / A _HASTINGS

LLUIS V. GUYIERREZ

EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON
7%. ZD CeelK T Lza %y
®
JOSEPH P. KENNEDY IIT DAN KILDEE K KIB

o Wrtan e,

BARBARA LEE

Jed W L wﬂﬂéwm

TED LIEU 70 GREN ALAN LOWENTHAL




Mkalle: b

MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

(o4 7 Hby

* CAROLYN MALONEY

DORIS MATSUI

- >,

GWEN MOO

AMES P. MCGOVERN GREGORY W. MEEKS

SETH MOULTON PATRICK E. M JERROLD NADLER
03RACE NAPO!?ITANO EICHARD NEAL BILL PASCRELL, JR.

éD PERLMUTTER éELLIE PINGREE MARK POCAN—

CHARLES RAézGEé;% ’ zéTHLEEN M. ;E: 'E!I;E:E ROY§%F—ALLARD ;

1LRQY

JOHN SARBANES

BOBBY SCOTT




JACKIE SPEIE’( %%ALW% ’L MARK TAKANO .

MIKE THOMPSOX “PAUL TONKO NIKI TSONGAS
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN AN VARGAS BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN
'_—-'
P ’ g
HN Y?kMUTH BRENDA L. LAWRENCE ~ NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

ngmwm%%ﬂ/»f 7 RV i

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ ELgAH CUMMINGS CHAKA FATTAH



