@ongress of the Wnited States
Washington, A 20515

November 17, 2014

The Honorable Darrell Issa The Honorable Elijah Cummings
Chairman Ranking Member

2157 Rayburn House Office Building 2471 Rayburn House Office Building
House Committee on Oversight and House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform Government Reform

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Darrell Issa and Ranking Member Elijah Cummings:

As Representatives of the northern border state of Washington, we write to express our support
for the Border Patrol Agent Pay Reform Act (H.R. 3463) introduced by Representative Jason
Chaffetz (R-UT) and respectfully urge committee consideration of this measure. As cosponsors
of this legislation, we believe it would improve the current out of date overtime pay system for
Customs Border Protection (CBP) patrol agents.

As you know, CBP patrol agents are eligible for Administratively Uncontrollable Overtime
(AUO), to compensate for unscheduled overtime. However, this system was created over forty
years ago and no longer meets the needs of the modern Border Patrol.

In response, this legislation would establish a new pay system that was collaboratively produced
by the Border Patrol Council with input from the Department of Homeland Security (DHS).
Under this new system, agents would have three options for compensation beyond the 80 hour
biweekly pay period to provide agents who work 100 hours to receive a 25% differential, work
90 hours to receive 12.5% differential or work no overtime at all. All unscheduled overtime
worked beyond these hours will be treated as compensatory time off.

This measure is strongly endorsed by the National Border Patrol Council, Border Patrol agents,
DHS, and CBP, because it would create a consistent and reliable pay system while enhancing
border security. Furthermore, according to the Congressional Budget Office (CBO), this bill
would save $100 million annually while increasing Border Patrol Agent patrol hours by 2.5
million hours. The Senate already passed a similar measure (S. 1691) by unanimous consent in
September and awaits further consideration in the House. That is why we encourage the House
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform to take swift action on the measure.

Thank you for your consideration and we appreciate your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

eichert lBenj

S
Member of Congress Membeér of Congress
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