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119TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. R. ll 

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to establish a credit for 

prepared meal donations made to certain tax-exempt organizations. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mr. LAHOOD introduced the following bill; which was referred to the 

Committee on llllllllllllll 

A BILL 
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to establish 

a credit for prepared meal donations made to certain 

tax-exempt organizations. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Meals for Communities 4

Tax Credit Act’’. 5
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SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF QUALIFIED PREPARED MEAL 1

DONATION CREDIT. 2

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subpart D of part IV of sub-3

chapter A of chapter 1 of the Internal Revenue Code of 4

1986 is amended by adding at the end the following new 5

section: 6

‘‘SEC. 45BB. QUALIFIED PREPARED MEAL DONATION CRED-7

IT. 8

‘‘(a) ALLOWANCE OF CREDIT.—For purposes of sec-9

tion 38, in the case of an eligible business, the qualified 10

prepared meal donation credit determined under this sec-11

tion for the taxable year is an amount equal to 50 percent 12

of the fair market value of all qualified prepared meal do-13

nations made by the taxpayer during the taxable year. 14

‘‘(b) LIMITATIONS.— 15

‘‘(1) FAIR MARKET VALUE.— 16

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The fair market value 17

with respect to any qualified prepared meal do-18

nation shall not exceed $14. 19

‘‘(B) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—In the 20

case of a taxable year beginning after 2026, the 21

$14 amount in subparagraph (A) shall be in-22

creased by an amount equal to— 23

‘‘(i) such dollar amount, multiplied by 24

‘‘(ii) the cost-of-living adjustment de-25

termined under section 1(f)(3) for the cal-26
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endar year in which the taxable year be-1

gins, determined by substituting ‘calendar 2

year 2025’ for ‘calendar year 2016’ in sub-3

paragraph (A)(ii) thereof. 4

‘‘(2) MAXIMUM TOTAL CREDIT.—The credit de-5

termined under this section with respect to any tax-6

payer for any taxable year shall not exceed $50,000. 7

‘‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this section— 8

‘‘(1) QUALIFIED PREPARED MEAL DONATION.— 9

The term ‘qualified prepared meal donation’ means 10

any charitable contribution (as defined in section 11

170(c)) of a prepared meal (as defined by the Sec-12

retary) to an organization which is described in sec-13

tion 501(c)(3) and is exempt from tax under section 14

501(a) (other than a private foundation, as defined 15

in section 509(a), which is not an operating founda-16

tion, as defined in section 4942(j)(3)). 17

‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE BUSINESS.—The term ‘eligible 18

business’ means any restaurant or retail food estab-19

lishment. 20

‘‘(d) DENIAL OF DOUBLE BENEFIT.—No deduction 21

shall be allowed under this chapter for any amount taken 22

into account in determining the credit under this section. 23

‘‘(e) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—The Secretary shall 24

prescribe such regulations or other guidance as may be 25
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necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposes of this 1

section.’’. 2

(b) CREDIT MADE PART OF GENERAL BUSINESS 3

CREDIT.—Subsection (b) of section 38 of such Code is 4

amended by striking ‘‘plus’’ at the end of paragraph (40), 5

by striking the period at the end of paragraph (41) and 6

inserting ‘‘, plus’’, and by adding at the end the following 7

new paragraph: 8

‘‘(42) in the case of an eligible business (as de-9

fined in section 45BB(c)(2)), the qualified prepared 10

meal donation credit determined under section 11

45BB(a).’’. 12

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections 13

for subpart D of part IV of subchapter A of chapter 1 14

of such Code is amended by adding at the end the fol-15

lowing new item: 16

‘‘Sec. 45BB. Qualified prepared meal donation credit.’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by 17

this section shall apply with respect to taxable years begin-18

ning after December 31, 2025. 19

September 15, 2026 (12:26 p.m.)

G:\M\19\LAHOOI\LAHOOI_044.XML

g:\VHLC\091526\091526.027.xml           (1052152|10)



....................................................


(Original Signature of Member)


		119th CONGRESS
2d Session





		



		





H. R. __

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to establish a credit for prepared meal donations made to certain tax-exempt organizations.




IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. LaHood introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on ______________




A BILL

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to establish a credit for prepared meal donations made to certain tax-exempt organizations.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. Short title.

This Act may be cited as the “Meals for Communities Tax Credit Act”.


SEC. 2. Establishment of qualified prepared meal donation credit.

(a) In general.—Subpart D of part IV of subchapter A of chapter 1 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by adding at the end the following new section:


“SEC. 45BB. Qualified prepared meal donation credit.

“(a) Allowance of credit.—For purposes of section 38, in the case of an eligible business, the qualified prepared meal donation credit determined under this section for the taxable year is an amount equal to 50 percent of the fair market value of all qualified prepared meal donations made by the taxpayer during the taxable year.


“(b) Limitations.— 


“(1) FAIR MARKET VALUE.— 


“(A) IN GENERAL.—The fair market value with respect to any qualified prepared meal donation shall not exceed $14.


“(B) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—In the case of a taxable year beginning after 2026, the $14 amount in subparagraph (A) shall be increased by an amount equal to— 


“(i) such dollar amount, multiplied by


“(ii) the cost-of-living adjustment determined under section 1(f)(3) for the calendar year in which the taxable year begins, determined by substituting ‘calendar year 2025’ for ‘calendar year 2016’ in subparagraph (A)(ii) thereof.


“(2) MAXIMUM TOTAL CREDIT.—The credit determined under this section with respect to any taxpayer for any taxable year shall not exceed $50,000.


“(c) Definitions.—For purposes of this section— 


“(1) QUALIFIED PREPARED MEAL DONATION.—The term ‘qualified prepared meal donation’ means any charitable contribution (as defined in section 170(c)) of a prepared meal (as defined by the Secretary) to an organization which is described in section 501(c)(3) and is exempt from tax under section 501(a) (other than a private foundation, as defined in section 509(a), which is not an operating foundation, as defined in section 4942(j)(3)).


“(2) ELIGIBLE BUSINESS.—The term ‘eligible business’ means any restaurant or retail food establishment.

“(d) Denial of double benefit.—No deduction shall be allowed under this chapter for any amount taken into account in determining the credit under this section.

“(e) Regulatory authority.—The Secretary shall prescribe such regulations or other guidance as may be necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposes of this section.”.

(b) Credit made part of general business credit.—Subsection (b) of section 38 of such Code is amended by striking “plus” at the end of paragraph (40), by striking the period at the end of paragraph (41) and inserting “, plus”, and by adding at the end the following new paragraph:

“(42) in the case of an eligible business (as defined in section 45BB(c)(2)), the qualified prepared meal donation credit determined under section 45BB(a).”.

(c) Clerical amendment.—The table of sections for subpart D of part IV of subchapter A of chapter 1 of such Code is amended by adding at the end the following new item:


“Sec. 45BB. Qualified prepared meal donation credit.”.

(d) Effective date.—The amendments made by this section shall apply with respect to taxable years beginning after December 31, 2025.
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 I 
 119th CONGRESS  2d Session 
 H. R. __ 
 IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
  
  
  Mr. LaHood introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on ______________ 
 
 A BILL 
 To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to establish a credit for prepared meal donations made to certain tax-exempt organizations. 
 
  
  1. Short title This Act may be cited as the  Meals for Communities Tax Credit Act. 
  2. Establishment of qualified prepared meal donation credit 
  (a) In general Subpart D of part IV of subchapter A of chapter 1 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by adding at the end the following new section: 
  
  45BB. Qualified prepared meal donation credit 
  (a) Allowance of credit For purposes of section 38, in the case of an eligible business, the qualified prepared meal donation credit determined under this section for the taxable year is an amount equal to 50 percent of the fair market value of all qualified prepared meal donations made by the taxpayer during the taxable year. 
  (b) Limitations 
  (1) Fair market value 
  (A) In general The fair market value with respect to any qualified prepared meal donation shall not exceed $14. 
  (B) Inflation adjustment In the case of a taxable year beginning after 2026, the $14 amount in subparagraph (A) shall be increased by an amount equal to— 
  (i) such dollar amount, multiplied by 
  (ii) the cost-of-living adjustment determined under section 1(f)(3) for the calendar year in which the taxable year begins, determined by substituting  calendar year 2025 for  calendar year 2016 in subparagraph (A)(ii) thereof. 
  (2) Maximum total credit The credit determined under this section with respect to any taxpayer for any taxable year shall not exceed $50,000. 
  (c) Definitions For purposes of this section— 
  (1) Qualified prepared meal donation The term  qualified prepared meal donation means any charitable contribution (as defined in section 170(c)) of a prepared meal (as defined by the Secretary) to an organization which is described in section 501(c)(3) and is exempt from tax under section 501(a) (other than a private foundation, as defined in section 509(a), which is not an operating foundation, as defined in section 4942(j)(3)). 
  (2) Eligible business The term  eligible business means any restaurant or retail food establishment. 
  (d) Denial of double benefit No deduction shall be allowed under this chapter for any amount taken into account in determining the credit under this section. 
  (e) Regulatory authority The Secretary shall prescribe such regulations or other guidance as may be necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposes of this section. . 
  (b) Credit made part of general business credit Subsection (b) of section 38 of such Code is amended by striking  plus at the end of paragraph (40), by striking the period at the end of paragraph (41) and inserting  , plus, and by adding at the end the following new paragraph: 
  
  (42) in the case of an eligible business (as defined in section 45BB(c)(2)), the qualified prepared meal donation credit determined under section 45BB(a). . 
  (c) Clerical amendment The table of sections for subpart D of part IV of subchapter A of chapter 1 of such Code is amended by adding at the end the following new item: 
  
  
  Sec. 45BB. Qualified prepared meal donation credit. . 
  (d) Effective date The amendments made by this section shall apply with respect to taxable years beginning after December 31, 2025.  
 


