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The Honorable Jeh Johnson
Secretary of Homeland Security
Washington, D.C. 20528

Commissioner Gil Kerlikowske
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W,
Washington, DC 20229

Dear Secretary Johnson and Commissioner Kerlikowske,

I write to express concerns about unacceptably long wait times at Ports of Entry (POEs) in
Washington state that are hurting our local economy and the quality of life for my constituents,
especially those who live in Point Roberts, Washington.

Located about 20 miles south of Vancouver, Canada, Point Roberts is a 4.9 square-mile
community that is part of the mainland United States but is physically disconnected from it.
Traveling to Point Roberts requires a 14-mile boat trip from the border crossing at Blaine, or a
drive nearly twice that far through Canada. When driving to Point Roberts from the U.S.
mainland, one must drive into Canada and then cross the border again to get back into the U.S. at
the Point Roberts POE.

As a result of this unique geographical situation, there are few other communities in the U.S.
whose residents are such frequent border-crossers. Many commute back and forth to the U.S.
mainland as part of their daily lives. They are simply going to work, school, or to the grocery
store, and in order to access their neighboring U.S. communities they must cross two
international borders. For these constituents in particular, ensuring that our nation’s border
operation effectively facilitates legitimate travel and trade while securing our borders is critical
to their quality of life.

As we recently entered the summer peak summer travel season when the volume of international
tourism between Canada and the U.S. historically spikes, I am concerned that long wait times
have the potential not only to disrupt the lives of my constituents but also have a negative impact
on all travelers coming into the U.S. I am deeply concerned that long lines at the border are
harming the important economic relationship between Washington state and Canada. In 2013,
over 16 million people traveled southbound through the five border crossings in Whatcom
County, Washington, and the commerce and tourism that come with sharing a Northern border is
a critical factor in maintaining a vibrant economy in my district.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



I appreciate that the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is facing a difficult budgetary
environment, and that any efforts taken to address this issue must be consistent with the goal of
advancing our border security. However, with the passage of the 2014 Omnibus Appropriations
bill earlier this year, Congress has provided DHS with increased funding for FY 14, which
includes funding for an additional 2,000 CBP officers. [ understand that the Area Port of Blaine
will receive 30 additional CBP officers as a result of this funding increase. I strongly encourage
you to work to bring these new officers on board as quickly as possible, and as you work to
address this issue, I would request answers to the following questions:

e What options are being considered to ensure that sufficient service levels are maintained
during the peak summer travel season at the Point Roberts POE, as well as the other
Whatcom County border crossings in my district?

e What staffing improvements can be expected for the Point Roberts POE given the
additional CBP officers who will be brought on board in the Area Port of Blaine?

e Current Point Roberts NEXUS enrollment statistics indicate an active enrollee population
of approximately 80% of the 1,500 residents. Given the high volume of NEXUS traffic
at the Point Roberts POE, will any expansion of NEXUS lane availability be considered?

In addition to a written response to these questions, I also respectfully request a briefing from
your staff as soon as possible on DHS’ efforts to keep wait-times to a minimum for border
crossers at all land border ports of entry (POE) in Whatcom County. I thank you in advance for
your leadership and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
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Member of Congress



