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Useful Sources for Grant Writers 

Demographic Programs  

 Decennial Census  
• 100% coverage of population and housing 

• Updated every ten years (quickly out of date) 

• Richest geographical detail 

• Data released to block level  

 American Community Survey (ACS)  
• First covered all U.S. counties in 2005 

• 2.5% of housing units contacted each year (per county) 

• Annual release of estimates (margins of error included)  

• Data released to block group level 

• Richest topical detail 
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First Steps:  Know What You’re Looking For 

Starting a Data Search 

1. Choose topic – what? 

• Choice of topic limits available programs and 

datasets 

• May include race or ethnic group 

2. Choose geography – where? 

• U.S. is default geography 

3. Make selection 

4. Refine your search 
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American Community Survey (ACS) & 2010 Census 

Topics 
Demographic  

 

Sex 

Age 

Race 

Ethnicity 

Household   

  Relationship 

Group  

  Quarters 

  

Social 
 

Families  

Education 

Marital Status  

Fertility 

Grandparent Caregivers 

Veterans 

Disability Status 

Language at Home 

Citizenship 

Migration 

Economic 
 

Income 

Poverty 

Food Stamps / SNAP 

Employment Status 

Occupation 

Industry 

Journey to Work 

Place of Work 

Health Insurance  

 

Housing 
 

Tenure   

Occupancy  

Structure Housing 

Value 

Taxes / Insurance 

Utilities 

Mortgage 

Monthly Rent 

Vehicles 

 

Items in red were also collected on the 2010 Census 
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Census Geography Hierarchy 
(with 2010 Statistical Area Criteria)               

Revised 02-19-13 

Central axis describes  

a nesting relationship 

•  600 to 3,000 population 

•  240 to 1,200 housing units 

•  Blocks not defined by population 

•  Lowest geographic level for data  

Block level data only for Decennial Census 

Types of Place 

•  Cities and towns -- incorporated   

•  Census Designated Places  (CDPs): 

    - - Unincorporated; no size threshold 

    - - Separate and distinct from city/town 

    - - Redefined each census 

Census Tracts 

•  1,200 to 8,000 population (optimum 4,000) 

•  480 to 3,200 housing units 

Block 

Groups 
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How to Get at the Data 

Data Access Tools 

 Simpler data tools  

• No training required:  fairly self-explanatory 

• Fast:  Cut the clicks! 

• Each one has its own limitations 

• Each one has its own benefits 

 American FactFinder (AFF) 

• Main portal to Census data  

• All geographies and topics covered 

• Drawback:  more difficult to use  
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Simpler Data Tools / Products 

 Smart Search 

 QuickFacts 

 Easy Stats 

 Census Explorer 

 Population Finder 

 American FactFinder 

• Key Word Search (Data Profiles) 

 American Community Survey (Narrative Profiles)  
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Homepage:  census.gov 

“Smart Search” text box 

Enter geography and topic in text box 
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Results 
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FAQs, Glossary, Help 

American FactFinder  
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Assistance with AFF 
• Click Help (AFF mainpage, top 

right) 

• Online User Guide 

• Tutorials 

• Community Facts 

• Guided Search 

• Advanced Search 

• Download Options 

• Using Data 

• Tables 

• Maps 

• Narrative Profiles 

• Glossary 
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Citation Style 

American FactFinder (AFF) 

FAQs contain  

citation style for AFF 

tables and maps 
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Citing AFF Tables and Maps 
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Provide Comparisons 

Tips for Making Data Sing! 

 Then : Now 
•  Vintages – across time 

 We : They 
•  Population groups 

 Here : There 
• Geographies 

 Actual : Goal 
• What it is : what we want it to be 

 Or a combination of the above 
 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://library.thinkquest.org/06aug/02048/pictures/chart.jpg&imgrefurl=http://library.thinkquest.org/06aug/02048/accessibility.html&usg=__qtonTJuMi-EI2kwi5EPzOQBo2nU=&h=2144&w=2244&sz=1215&hl=en&start=5&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=pVBh1P2NVUttQM:&tbnh=143&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=charts&hl=en&gbv=2&tbm=isch&ei=BqCaTa_CAYa8sAOp69GXBA
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Benefits of Census Bureau Data 

• Comparable nationwide 

• Collected regularly 

• Uniform methodology 

• Recognized as gold standard 

• Available / accessible 

• FREE! 
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Workshop Information 
 and  

Data Questions 

Los Angeles Regional Office 

818-267-1725    or  

888-806-6389 (toll-free )  

Linda Clark 
Data Dissemination Specialist 

Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, Washington 

U.S. Census Bureau 

linda.clark@census.gov 

Mobile:  206-446-8794 

Thank you! 

mailto:linda.clark@census.gov

